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· Vocabulary Exercises For Developing Paraphrasing Skills

A.  Introducing references:  Introductory phrases and reporting verbs

Many paraphrase exercises that ask students to rewrite sentences in their own words do not also ask them to introduce the paraphrase. Some developing writers assume that unless they quote text, they do not need to introduce the author, so it’s a good idea to spend time showing how to introduce references before or after paraphrases and helping students understand the meanings of a range of reporting verbs. Since these verbs are also useful for brief summaries that typically include paraphrasing, reference is made to summary here as well.

Introducing a paraphrase

The following structures can be used to introduce an author’s ideas that you are going to paraphrase or summarize.

Task 1: Put a check next to the structures that you have used in your own writing. (The verb states has been used for the examples, but others could be used as well.)

___a.  According to (AUTHOR/ARTICLE),   ____c. (AUTHOR) states that _______

___ b. As (AUTHOR) states/has stated/stated ____d. (AUTHOR) further states that ________

Which of the structures above require commas following them?  Circle the commas.

True or false?  A comma should not be placed between a verb and the word that which introduces a paraphrase.

Reporting verbs

The following are verbs for introducing a paraphrase. They are called “reporting verbs” because you use them to cite another’s ideas, whether as a quote or a paraphrase.

	___advise 
	___claim
	___deny
	___mention
	___remark
	___stress

	___argue
	___confirm
	___emphasize
	___note
	___say
	___suggest

	___assert
	___contend
	___indicate
	___point out
	___speculate
	___urge

	___caution


	___declare
	___maintain
	___propose
	___state
	___warn


Task 1: Put an “X” in the blank next to all of the reporting verbs in the list whose meanings you are familiar with. The words not checked will represent those whose meanings you should look up in a dictionary.

Task 2: Answer the following questions about reporting verb meanings by circling your choices.

1. Which three of the following verbs could introduce an author’s strong claims? 


argue

assert

claim 

note 

remark

2. Which three of the following verbs could introduce a weak or tentative claim?


confirm

maintain
propose
speculate
suggest


3. Which three of the following verbs could introduce a paraphrase that represents an important point the author wishes to make? 


contend

emphasize
mention

say

stress

3. Which three of the following verbs could introduce a paraphrase that represents a point of lesser importance?  

assert
 
mention

note

remark

urge

4. Which three of the following verbs could introduce a paraphrase in which the author offers advice to readers?


caution

deny
 
indicate

warn 

urge

Task 3: Select three sentences or sentence pairs from your assigned reading to paraphrase. To introduce each paraphrase, choose three different reporting verbs from the list. Choose verbs  that you have not used (or seldom used) before to get practice in using new vocabulary. Write your paraphrase; then introduce it with the author’s name or source’s title and the reporting verb.

Note: You can make this exercise more challenging by not telling students how many verbs to choose or to include six rather than five choices. Also, see Swales & Feak, 2004, p.165 and Hinkel, 2004, p. 234 for other categories of clustering reporting verbs (objective vs. evaluative, positive/negative/neutral).

B. Distinguishing “unique phrasing” from “shared language”

 L2 writers, like other developing writers, sometimes have difficulty determining what words should be paraphrased. Instruction on paraphrase refers to these words in various ways, as “character words,” “the author’s distinctive voice,” “unique phrasing” and so on. These exercises are designed to raise consciousness about the kinds of words that the writer needs to replace with his or her own words or phrases. Longman’s Language Activator is a good source for creating word lists.

Task 1: One word in each of the following lists has more of a distinctive character than the others and, if it were in a text, should most likely be paraphrased and not copied. Find the word and circle it. Then state in what context the word might be used. Use your dictionary to help you if you are not sure.

1.
big

cavernous
large

2.
polish off
end

finish



3.
decrease
nosedive
drop

4.
odd

strange

uncanny

5.
hoodwink
fool

trick

Task 2: Read the following sentences adapted from an article about the rise of Chinese language learning in Korea. Circle one word in each sentence that you think reflects the author’s distinctive voice. Then supply a synonym that fits the context.

1. After years of slogging through her English lessons, stumbling over impossible pronunciations and baffling rules of syntax, Chae Eun came up with a better idea.

2. South Korea is known as one of the United States’ staunchest allies and is host to 37,000 U.S. Troops.

3. In what might be a sign of things to come, China is the object of infatuation at the moment.

4. Chinese studies are booming throughout the world.

5. For most students, the motives are strictly mercenary: They believe that command of Chinese will give them an edge in the job market.

6. “The interest in Chinese does reflect some antipathy to U.S. hegemony and arrogance,” said Suh Jin Young, an international relations professor at Korea University in Seoul.

(From: Who Needs English? B. Demick, Los Angeles Times, March 29, 2004, Column One)

C.  Working with key vocabulary to use in paraphrases

In many cases “key vocabulary” in a text can be considered a subset of the category

“unique phrasing” though sometimes key words might be technical and cannot be paraphrased. 

Background: One of the ways to begin paraphrasing a sentence or group of sentences is to identify key words that are not technical. Then, find a synonym for the key words.

Original: The notion that one can purge one’s emotions by expressing them has been labeled “the catharsis hypothesis”. Freudian psychologists, of course, applauded this idea. 

Paraphrase: The _________ that one can _________ one’s emotions by expressing them has been _________ “the catharsis hypothesis”. Freudian psychologists, of course, __________ this idea. 

Task 1:  Begin paraphrasing each of the sentences below by finding a synonym for the italicized words or phrases. NOTE: You can delete words from the original sentence as long as you don’t change the writer’s intended meaning.

1. In that sense, some merit can be attached to the claim that “violent emotional expressions” may have some benefits.

2. Repressed emotions such as fear and anger are discharged by laughing and crying. 

3. Sometimes an expression of anger helps clear the air; but often, the direct expression of anger is self-indulgent—it begets more anger and aggression. 

4. What is probably important is not whether people express anger or withhold it in a single instance, but whether they use their anger to change things that upset them in the first place.  

5. When frustrated subjects were able to aggress either physically or verbally against the source of their frustration, their blood pressures and heart rates returned to normal with surprising rapidity. 

6. The victim must get the retaliation deserved, nor more and no less. If one goes overboard, one may feel guilty later. 

7. Other research warns that when people express their angry, aggressive feelings, they often get themselves so worked up that the situation may become worse than it was before.  

(Exercise created by Christine Holten, UCLA TESL/Applied Linguistics)

Task 2: For each of the sentences below about defining intelligence, underline two key words or phrases. Then write a synonym for each of the words/phrases you selected. Your synonym could be a word or a phrase.

1.  Definitions of intelligence often reflect cultural values.

2. The closest Mandarin equivalent, for instance, is a Chinese character that means good brain and talented.

3.  Chinese people often associate this with traits such as imitation, effort and social responsibility. 

4.  Such traits do not constitute important elements of intelligence for most mainstream Americans.

From: People: Psychology from a Cultural Perspective, David Matsumoto (1994)

Another way to work with key words in pre-paraphrase tasks is to ask students to create word family charts. Writers can then use different forms of the words to start a paraphrase.

Task 3: The following words are from readings in this unit. Using a dictionary, look up the meaning of each word. Provide the missing members of each word family. The first has been done for you. If the word does not have members in one or more classes, write X in the blank.





WORD FAMILIES


	Verb
	Noun
	Adjective
	Adverb

	associate
	association
	associative
	associatively

	
	combination
	
	

	
	
	Intelligent
	

	imitate
	
	
	

	
	comparison
	
	

	
	
	
	precisely


D. Paraphrasing descriptive adjectives/adverbs commonly found in academic writing

Vocabulary selected for paraphrase exercises like the following should be relatively context-independent, using common abstract nouns or, in the second exercise, adjectives. Though common in academic writing, some of these may not be words in the students’ active vocabulary.

Task 1:  For each of the following phrases, underline the adjective that describes each noun. Then write a word that could replace it in the space provided. The first has been done as an example.

	1. an important finding  _significant __
	5. a rudimentary step ___________

	2. potential problems ____________ 
	6. a trivial objection ___________

	3. obvious differences ____________
	7. a rational excuse  ____________ 

	4. pragmatic solution  __________
	8. a novel approach _____________


Adapted from an exercise in Hinkel (2004), p. 235

Task 2: Now do the same for the adverbs in the phrases below: Underline the adverb and write a word that could replace it in the space provided. The first has been done as an example.

	1. perpetually changing __constantly___
	5. radically different ___________

	2. tentatively approved _______________
	6. fundamentally wrong ___________

	3. approximately as fast ____________
	7. subtly different ____________

	4. vitally important _______________
	8. vastly superior ___________ 


E. Condensing and expanding vocabulary in original text 

In the following pre-paraphrasing tasks, writers practice condensing phrases into one word and, conversely, expanding words into phrases (i.e., “circumlocution” ).For exercises such as this, you can extract vocabulary from assigned readings or present general vocabulary that would be useful for many paraphrasing tasks.

Task 1: Rewrite each of the  phrases, changing the underlined modifier phases to one word.

The word you choose should not be a word form of the original. Make word order changes as appropriate. The first has been done as an example.

	1. delayed for the time being    temporarily

                                                 delayed
	5. an act that was not cowardly

	2. more or less the same
	6. an achievement that no one could

    believe 

	3. a well thought out plan
	7. an answer that did not beat around the      

    bush

	4. an outcome that couldn’t be guessed
	8. an argument that is beside the point 




Note: To make this exercise more challenging, ask students to write a synonym for the word being modified, e.g. 1) temporarily postponed. Be careful to choose words that can be somewhat easily replaced (e.g., the same would not be easy to replace in 2.). As illustrated above, making modifiers negative helps to keep the writer from paraphrasing using words in the phrase. This would be a good group task since it could draw on students’ knowledge of idioms. The instructor might need to give some clues if students cannot access a word to substitute for an idiom such as “beside the point”.

Task 2: Now rewrite each of the phrases below. Changing the underlined adjective to a phrase that will follow the noun. Write a synonym for the noun. Make other changes as necessary. Use a dictionary such as Collins Cobuild  to help you if necessary. The first has been done as an example.

	1. an expensive mistake

    an error that was costly
	5. a valid excuse

	2. a fortunate encounter
	6. an opposite view

	3. a simple solution 
	7. a hostile reaction

	4. an inconsistent performance
	8. a odd response

	
	


F. Transforming sentence structure: Using word form cues to guide rephrasing

To create a sentence transformation exercise like the one that follows, choose sentences from a text that the students have read carefully. Give students words and phrases to prompt a restructuring of the sentence. The amount of text you provide will depend on the proficiency levels of your students. The task below is based on a passage called “Bystander Apathy”  by John Darley and Bibb Latane. For a detailed lesson plan I wrote that includes this exercise and a few more sentences for paraphrase with sample answers see the University of Calfornia Diagnostic Writing Service website. (It can be accessed most easily on Google by typing in “Jan Frodesen mini-lesson”)

Task: Rewrite each of the sentences, using the words in parentheses. Look first for the part of the original sentence that will need to be replaced. Find the subject of any verbs—who is doing what? Make any other changes you think are needed. Refer to  the entire passage to provide context when needed.

1. People trying to interpret a situation often look at those around them to see how to react. (base reactions on) 

2. There are three things bystanders must do if they are to intervene in an emergency. (necessary)

3. In a crowd, then, each person is less likely to notice a potential emergency than when alone. (tends to....less)

4. Even if a person defines an event as an emergency...(decides)

5. ... the presence of other bystanders may still make each person less likely to intervene. (may feel less inclined)

________________________________________

G. Paraphrase analysis: Identifying synonyms in original text and paraphrase

The exercise that follows asks students to examine both the original text and paraphrases of the text to determine how specific words and phrases have been reworded in the paraphrase. Although this is an analysis and not a production task, it is nevertheless quite challenging as the paraphrases also include transformed sentence structures. 

This exercise can be found on Norbert Berger’s website: www.ngberger.com/ex/elc2002/materials/paraphasing_task1.htm
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