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               Evaluating Paraphrases

Good paraphrases should have the following qualities:

Accurate:   

· The meaning of the paraphrase should be the same as the 

     original. It should not distort the meaning

· It should include all the main points and important details
· It should not add opinions or ideas that are not in the original

Reworded: 
 

· The ideas should be rephrased in the writer’s own words.

· The wording should be significantly different from the original.

· It should not just have a few synonyms substituted for original

words; it should change phrasing and sentence structure where 

possible. 

Grammatical:

· It should be grammatically correct; in particular, there shouldn’t be any grammar errors that make the paraphrase hard

to understand.

Evaluate the paraphrases this class wrote using the criteria above. Assign a number as follows:

1= very good; very little if any meaning revision, rewording or editing needed

2= okay overall,  but needs some meaning changes, rephrasing or edits

3= problematic;  needs considerable meaning revision, rewording or editing

	Paraphrase 
	Accuracy
	Rewording
	Grammaticality

	A1
	
	
	

	A2
	
	
	

	A3
	
	
	

	A4
	
	
	

	A5
	
	
	

	A6
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Paraphrase Practice: Civility on College Campuses

The following are paraphrases your wrote for the article from The Chronicle of Higher Education.  Evaluate each paraphrase based on the criteria you have been given. Choose one from each group you think is the best. Then revise it if needed to make it even better!

A.  Original statement: Students today possess a diminished sense of decorum.

1. Students today have a lower sense of how to behave.

2. Today students have less polite behavior.

3. Students are losing a sense of manner.

4.  Nowadays, students consciousness of propriety are reduced.

5. Students has less respect to their teachers today.

6. Today students are reducing respect way to speak and to behave in public.

B.  Original statement: It is in large lectures that the problem of disruptive behavior is most egregious.

1. The class is big and it can be very annoying if the students talk in class.

2.  People’s disrespectful or ill mannered behavior happens very badly in large lectures.

3.  The problem of bad behavior is worse in large lectures.

4.  Usually big lectures have more obvious uncivil behaviors.

5  Disrupting behavior is really annoying in large lectures.

6  Being rude and inconsiderate during a big class is very offensive.

C.  Original statement: Anything that  won’t enhance [students’] marketability is ripe for disrespect.

1.  To behave decorously doesn’t help students to get a good job opportunity

2. Anything which does not affect students’ marketability will be cause of increasing of incivility.

3. Disrespect is what student knows the most.

4. Students don’t respect anything that don’t improve their marketability,

5.  Anything that student doesn’t like, they will go against it and strike against it.

6.  Anything that will not be benefit for student is considered as disrespect.
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