Below are some rubric and task instructions for six genres provided by Ann Johns.  

Newspaper Article: Accident Story

[Audience: The average, lay reader.  High school education.  Readers of the local paper: those with children, interested in, or concerned with, environmental issues.]

[Writer/writer credibility: “objective” reporter; credibility established through the prestige of the newspaper.]

Ideas and content:

    Includes all important content to meet audience expectations: who, what, when, where, and why

    Includes sufficient detail in each of the “w” categories

    Includes specific content to meet audience expectations:

        When and where of the accident

         Who:

a. Victims, if any, and their status (e.g., dead, injured)

b. Expert statements (comments by authorities on this type of accident)

c. By-stander statements: quotations by those witnessing the accident.

        What: 

a. A description of the accident

b. A comparison of this accident to other, similar ones, e.g., “This is the worst explosion since…

Or a visual, comparing similar accidents

         Why: speculation or expert testimony about the accident

Organization

    All “w” categories appear in the first paragraph.  

    Sufficient detail and quotation to meet audience expectations (see “Ideas and Content”)

    Short paragraphs, newspaper style

Voice

    Uses “reporter” voice; sounds objective and unemotional…removed from the event.

    Writer distanced from text: no use of first person “I”. 

Word choice: language appropriate to a general newspaper audience (8th grade reading level). Content and 

     Information, not writer, are central to text.

Sentence fluency

     Uses relatively short, concise sentences appropriate to newspaper style

Conventions

     Well-edited: no spelling or grammar errors

Citing sources

      Uses direct quotations (e.g., by experts) appropriately

      Includes all of the “who” expectations

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Press Release

[Audience:  Citizens of x city.]

[Writer/writer credibility: expert writers; credibility established by the agency publishing the release.]

Ideas and Content

     Includes the “w”s, required in a newspaper article 

     Call to action or expert recommendations

Organization

     One-two paragraph summary of the main ideas of the article 

     Paragraph 3: Call to action or expert recommendation

Voice

      “Agency” voice: expert report

      “Objective,” no use of 1st person

       Writer shows commitment to the topic

Word choice

       Use of central scientific concepts 

        Language appropriate to a general population (8th grade reading level)

Sentence fluency

       Educated, academic sentences.  

Conventions

        Well-edited: no spelling or grammar errors

Citing sources

       Little citing since the agency is the authority

Letter to the Editor

[Audience: Readers of the editorial page of a local paper, interested in environmental issues.]

[Writer/credibility: Experts from a research group concerned about an issue that has been discussed in an (incorrect) article.]

Note: Newspaper editors retain the right to delete sections of letters to the editor.  Writers of this genre measure success by the amount of their original text that is published.

Ideas and Content

     Responds to a specific idea or argument in a newspaper article or opinion column

     Includes an argument addressed specifically to the previous text (i.e., a newspaper article or opinion column)

     Contains scientific data to support the writer’s argument

     Contains no extraneous information

Organization

      Short, concise and focused; follows the generic scheme for a letter to the editor.

Para 1:      

Move 1: Identification of an idea or argument from the previous text, e.g., “In her article entitled “No evidence of...,”  Leslie Milroy stated that …

      
Move 2: Statement of response to that idea or argument; statement also includes a credibility phrase,

e.g., “Our research over the past xxx months indicates that considerable evidence for… not only exists but has reached dangerous levels.”

Para 2:  Includes specific data/evidence supporting the writer’s argument, e.g. “Our data shows quite clearly that….

Para 3: Conclusion including either a call to action or a restatement of the inaccuracy of the text to which this writer is responding. 

Voice: A concerned, but expert voice.  Authoritative.

Word choice:


Precise, authoritative language; commitment to the topic

            Careful, unemotional use of the language of argumentation

Sentence fluency

            Strong control over sentence structure; sentence variation appropriate to text and audience as well as writer purposes.

Conventions

           Strong control of writing conventions.  No spelling or grammar errors.

Citing sources

           Self-citation (“according to our findings”) though no formal reference practices used

           Informal citation of other sources such as the article to which the writer is responding or other experts

                     who support the current writer’s argument

Experimental Report (or Lab Report)

[Audience: A science teacher(?); this genre is considered to be the “training wheels” for a research article or research report.

[Writer/writer credibility: student writer; credibility is established within the text through presentation of data and results---and the discussion.]

Ideas and Content:

    Includes all necessary content in the major sections of research article, including the hypothesis, replicable methodology, results, and discussion.  

Organization:

     Follows the headed IMRD sequence of a research article (RA) or lab report:


Introduction: including some RA moves:



Move 1: The importance of the topic; why readers should be concerned



Move 2: Reference to previous work(?) or previous studies conducted by the authors



Move 3: Statement of the purpose for the study



Move 3: Statement of hypothesis (es)

            Methodology:



Complete statement of the methods used in the study.  Methodology should be replicable.


Results:



Results organized according to the design of the study.


Discussion



Comments on the implications of the results



Call to action (?)

Voice


Voice should be “scientific” and “objective” throughout.  Writer is distanced from the text,

                      but still shows commitment to the topic.


Methodology reported in the passive, e.g., “The materials were diluted in…”


Results and discussion can use “we,” the 1st person plural. (“We found that…”)



However, the study itself might also be the focus: “This study indicates that…”



“The results seem to show that…”


Results and discussion are often “hedged,” since science is always in the process of moving toward



a better understanding of a phenomenon.  Hedging requires writers to show some



uncertainty, e.g., “These results suggest that…”

Word choice


Precise use of scientific and technical vocabulary


Use of heavy noun compounds, non-emotional verbs, and the general absence of adverbs and adjectives



That make writing more “colorful.”

Sentence fluency


Control of scientific phrases.  


Careful use of metadiscourse:  “So far, we have discussed…”



“In this section, we discuss the results of our study.”

Conventions


Control of the standard English conventions of punctuation and grammar.


Awareness of paragraphing within the lab report


Use of headings for report sections

Citing sources


Brings data from the study effectively into the discussion

Visual Representation of the Research (Poster)

[Audience: Lay audience; community leaders, parents, other students

[Writer/writer credibility: Student researchers]

Ideas and Content


Includes all the major content from the research: hypothesis, methods, results, discussion

Organization


Layout visually represents the research process

            Bullets and other organizational structures used to limit the number of words on the poster

Voice

            Researcher/scientist voice 


Student personal “voices” may appear in specific visual representations in order



to make the research more accessible to the audience

            Writers show commitment to the topic.

Word choice


Headings and large font employed to emphasize the hypotheses and central findings


Readable, short texts.

Sentence fluency


Short sentences and fragments


Use of poster conventions (no final punctuation, in some cases)

Citing sources


Data from the study used as the source


Other sources could be quotes from famous scientists

Memo

[Audience?

[Writer/writer credibility: researchers ?]

Ideas and content


Holds the reader’s attention throughout.


Principal arguments and calls to action stand out and are developed with strong support

Organization


A short text: no more than a page in length


Para 1: Contains the reason for writing; addresses readers’ concerns


Para 2: Discusses the issue in detail; presents the writer’s argument


Para 3: Issues the call to action or makes a request

Voice

            A concerned but unemotional voice


An authoritative voice, based upon the research conducted

Word choice


Careful choice of accurate and specific words


Use of language appropriate to audiences, e.g., a respectful tone for public policy makers

Sentence fluency


Sentences carefully chosen for impact; absence of the delayed subject (“There are three reasons why”) 


Sentences relatively short and concise—written for busy readers

Conventions


Standard memo conventions followed (e.g. To, From, etc.)


Effective use of punctuation and grammar for this genre

Citing sources


Data is used as authoritative source


Other sources (e.g., newspaper accounts, official statements, agency reports) included to support the argument.

Final note:  This is sketchy, but you can undoubtedly develop a complete rubric (and some specific genre-based tasks) from it.  Good luck!  Ann Johns

