Example of a Difficult Idea

The Soul Selects Her Own Society

The Soul selects her own Society -

Then - shuts the Door -

To her Divine Majority –

Present no more –

Unmoved – she notes the Chariots – pausing –

At her low Gate –

Unmoved – an Emperor be kneeling

Upon her Mat –

I’ve known her – from an ample nation –

Choose One –

Then – close the valves of her attention –

Like Stone –

Emily Dickinson

Statement strategy:





        Agree                Disagree

1) The poet is talking about the process of decision-making.

       Support your idea.

2) The poem is about the kinds of decisions a person 

       makes during their lifetime.

       Support your idea.

3) When the poet says “shuts the door” or “close the valves

      of her attention,” it means she has already made up her mind 

      about something. 

      Support your idea.

Discussion: What sorts of decisions do you think she is talking about?

Reading Metaphors and Symbols

A WHITE ROSE

The red rose whispers of passion,

And the white rose breathes of love;

Oh, the red rose is a falcon,

And the white rose is a dove.

But I send you a cream-white rosebud,

With a flush on its petal tips;

For the love that is purest and sweetest

Has a kiss of desire on the lips.

John Boyle O’Reilly (1844 – 1890)

	Red rose = Falcon


	White rose = Dove

	Denotative meaning:

Falcon: any of various birds of prey of the family Falconidae and especially of the genus Falco, having a short curved beak and long, pointed powerful wings adapted for swift flight. 
	Dove: any of various widely distributed birds of the family Columbidae which includes pigeons, having a small head and a characteristic cooing call. 

	Connotative meanings:

Falcon characteristics: 

· Hunter

· Attacks

· Swoops on small prey victims

· Trained to hunt small game such as rabbits, squirrels, snakes, etc.

· Fast and quick

· Powerful and strong


	Dove characteristics:

· Sweet

· Gentle, innocent person

· Peaceful, quiet

· Purity

· Symbol of peace

· Homing pigeons bred for navigational abilities and to return to home roost or loft

	The Falcon relates to physical desire

and passion in love.


	The Dove relates to a pure and spiritual 

attachment in love.


The poet likens falcons to red roses and white roses to doves, although he is really comparing falcons and passion, not falcons and roses.

How does this affect the meaning of the second verse lines

TO LUCASTA, GOING TO THE WARS
Tell me not, Sweet, that I am unkind,

That from the nunnery

Of thy chaste breast and quiet mind

To war and arms I fly.

True, a new mistress now I chase,

The first foe in the field;

And with a stronger faith embrace

A sword, a horse, a shield.

Yet this inconstancy is such

As you too shall adore;

I could not love thee, Dear, so much,

Loved I not honor more.

Richard Lovelace (1618 – 1658
Words with double meanings:

	NUNNERY
	1. A convent where Catholics nuns live in devotion to God

2. Purity of heart

	ARMS
	1. To join or fit together; embraces, hugs

2. Battle equipment, weapons, guns  

	CHASE
	1. Go after; pursue or follow; To seek feminine companionship

2. To enshrine or ornament

	EMBRACE
	1. Hold tight; hug

2. To accept readily; To believe in 

	INCONSTANCY
	1. Unfaithfulness; unsteady in affections or loyalties; fickle

2. Not remaining firm in mind or purpose 


The poet creates a paradox, or apparent contradiction, through the use

of words with double meanings in this poem.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Shakespeare and the Statement Strategy

( from Strong, Silver and Perini (2001, 21)

Sonnet 73

That time of year thou mayst in me behold

When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang

Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,

Bare ruined choirs, where late the sweet birds sang.

In me thou see’st the twilight of such day

As after sunset fadeth in the west;

Which by and by black night doth take away,

Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest.

In me thou see’st the glowing of such fire

That on the ashes of his youth doth lie

As the death-bed whereon it must expire,

Consumed with that which it was nourish’d by.

     This thou perceivest, which makes thy love more strong,

      To love that well which thou must leave ere long.










William Shakespeare
From The Sonnets of William Shakespeare (1961)

      1.  The poet is a young man.
                        Agree

            Disagree
                                                     

           Support your idea.

      2.  This poem is mostly about nature.

            Support your idea.

      3.  The poet is consoling someone

           at the end of the poem.

           Support your idea.

      4.  There is a connection between love 

            and death in this poem.

            Support your idea.

Verbal-Linguistic Integrated Assessment Menu

(adapted from Strong, Silver and Perini (2000, 71)

	MASTERY

 The ability to use language to describe

Events and sequence activities

Journalist                Technical Writer

Administrator         Contractor

Tasks:

· Write an article

· Put together a magazine

· Develop a plan

· Develop a newscast

· Describe a complex procedure/object


	INTERPERSONAL

The ability to use language to build

Trust and rapport

Salesperson         Counsellor

Clergyperson        Therapist

Tasks:

· Write a letter       

· Make a pitch

· Conduct an interview

· Counsel a fictional character or a friend

	The ability to develop logical 

arguments and use rhetoric

Lawyer        Professor

Orator          Philosopher

UNDERSTANDING

Tasks:

· Make a case

· Make/defend a decision

· Advance a theory

· Interpret a text

· Explain an artifact


	The ability to use metaphoric and 

Expressive language

Playwright    Poet     Novelist

Advertising Copywriter

SELF-EXPRESSIVE

Tasks:

· Develop a plan to direct

· Spin a tale; compose a poem

· Develop an advertising campaign




Questions in Style – Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken

(from Strong, Silver and Perini, 2000, 87)

	What is happening in

The poem?

Who is speaking?

Identify the rhyme scheme.


	Do you relate to this poem?

Tell about a hard decision you have made.

	What is the meaning

Of the poem?

What is meant by “And that

Has made all the difference?”


	What do you imagine the poet

Was thinking when he wrote this?

How is a decision

like a fork in the road?




Four-style questioning in connection with poetry can assist students to become more aware of style, as well as better readers of poetry.

THIS IS MY LETTER
This is my letter to the world

That never wrote to me –

The simple news that Nature told

With tender majesty.

Her message is committed

To hands I cannot see;

For love of her, sweet countrymen, 

Judge tenderly of me. 

Emily Dickinson (1830 – 1886)

Students’ poetic responses to Emily Dickinson:

	My Letter to Emily

This is my letter to Emily

Whom I’ve never seen before,

I’m a leaf of a tree

Which you really adored

Understanding me,

- even a small piece of nature –

be sure, is 

Understanding all the world.

Then why,

Why did you feel yourself so lonely

In such a crowded world.

                                  Kevsar Ablak


	To Emily Dickinson

Nature is one of the great loves of people’s lives,

I know that she is frightening;

But also she is peaceful

And I know that’s a big dilemma.

Man has a very little existence in Nature,

Do you believe that you are strong versus her?

And most of all, do you have peace and might?

You just know, she has the real power.

                                                            Nazife Sen

	We’re Nobody

This is my answer to you:

I’m nobody too!

But I can’t decide,

To stand on which side;

To be a total recluse in my cage,

Or to be an extra on this stage.

I don’t care to be banished:

“We’re nobody!” I cry it!

                                                          Ahu Kaya
	Loneliness

The harmony of ground and sky make a beautiful picture.

If you look at this picture carefully,

You will see the tears of beautiful nature.

She feels the cruelty of wars,

Hear the scream of the wind. 

                    She knows: 

She knows the lack of compassion on her.

You Emily, you are alone

And I share your loneliness 

with my loneliness.

Zeliha Akpolat
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