ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION -  THE RAIN FOREST

PS: (A listening text has to be prepared)

SPEAKING

1. Look at the photographs and discuss the following points.

A. What do you see in the pictures below?

What are the differences between these two pictures?

What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of having  a      healthy/ destroyed rain forest

              Picture A                                                          Picture B
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B. Are there a lot of forests in your country? Where are they located?

Are they being protected by the government?

READING

     PRE – READING

              Read the title and guess what the article is about.

            By skimming the article find the answers to the following questions.

· Where is the text taken from ?

· Who wrote it?

· What is it about?

TEXT I    
Large fire Brazilian Amazon put out after a week 

BRAZIL: March 10, 2003
BRASILIA, Brazil - The largest forest fire in the Brazilian Amazon's main state in two decades has been put out after destroying 90 square miles (240 sq km) of tropical jungle, environmental agency Ibama said.

Firefighters fought the blaze in a remote corner of the world's biggest tropical forest for a week before it was put out with the help of some rain in recent days, said executive manager Jose Leland of Ibama in the state of Amazonas. 

He said the fire was probably caused by the campfire of fishermen or loggers and exacerbated by extremely dry conditions. There were no known human casualties. 

"In the state of Amazonas this is a significant fire," Leland told Reuters from the state's capital, Manaus. "I don't think there has been something like it in 20 years." 

Up to 30 percent of the world's animal and plant species are found nowhere but in the Amazon, a 1.54 million square miles (4.1 million sq km) area - larger than western Europe. 

Scientists warn its rate of destruction - about 6,000 square miles (16,000 sq km) a year - poses serious threats not just through lost species but by reducing production of oxygen and unpredictable consequences for regional weather patterns. 

More than 50 firemen and an army helicopter fought the fire which started after there had been no rain in the region of Barcelos in the western Amazon, not far from the Venezuelan border, for 75 days. 

Fires are a major cause behind the destruction of the Amazon and they tend to burn along the "arc of deforestation," or the Amazon's outer edges. There, fires used in slash-and-burn farming often get out of control.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

WHILE READING

1. Read the third paragraph and fill in the graph.

Chart 1


                               Cause  1     =

                

                              Cause  2     =

                             

                 

                              Effect         =

Chart 2

Read the passage carefully and write the evidences which prove that the fire in Brazil was a significant event. Use the boxes given below.

Paragraph 1



The significant evidences of the fire in Amazon



Paragraph 2



   Paragraph 3



Paragraph 4




Using the cause and effect notes above, write a sentence.
2. What do the following words and numbers refer to ?

Manaus  _____________________________________________

30 percent  ___________________________________________

1.54 million  ___________________________________________

90 square miles  ________________________________________

75 ___________________________________________________

           6000 _________________________________________________

3. Match the words or phrases in column A with their definitions in column B.

                       A                                                             B

           1. put out                                                  a. ten year period

           2. deforestation                                        b. of high level

           3. unpredictable                                        c. Uncontrollable

           4. regional                                                d.  Fire

           5. destruction                                            e. of the same area

           6. exacerbated                                          f. not to be able to guess

           7. extremely                                              g. to make something worse

           8. decade                                                  h. damage

           9. blaze                                                      i. extinguish

         10. get out of control                                   j. cut down trees

4. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words from the box   below
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1. The high level of unemployment has produced harmful social ______.

2. It is not easy to see ___________ stars.

3. I bought the house because the price was ____________.

4. This rare bird has become endangered _____________.

5. There were many ___________ in the war between America and Iraq.

6. CBI would make __________ change in language learning.

7. Don’t go near the _________ of the cliff.

5. Discussion questions

1. Do we save the rainforests and help solve many of the world’s problems?

2. Do we just let the rainforests continue to be burned and cut so people can have jobs and farms?

TEXT II

SPEAKING

Inform the students about the terms below. Make speculations on them with the students.

The United Nations 

World Wildlife Fund 

Population Growth

PRE-READING 

Read the passage very quickly to find out information about the following.

a) E.O. Wilson

b) Dinosaurs

c) Media

Rain Forest Destruction

The atmosphere and oceans are not the only parts of the environment being damaged.  Rain forests are being quickly destroyed as well, and their survival is questionable. 

E.O. Wilson, a biologist at Harvard, called the depletion of rain forest areas "the greatest extinction since the end of the age of dinosaurs." 
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A Rain Forest.  Photo Credit: John Polos .



Unlike some environmental issues, rain forest depletion has fortunately received significant public and media attention. 

Despite the opposition to the cutting down of rain forests, the problem continues.  Every year, Brazil chops down an area of forest the size of the state of Nebraska. 

In addition to the Amazon's rain forests, many other forests are being cut down as well.  In Indonesia, Zaire, Papua-New Guinea, Malaysia, Burma, the Philippines, Peru, Colombia, Bolivia, and Venezuela, rain forests that were once great have been lost. 

According to some estimates, 50 million acres of rain forest are cut down every year.  The United Nations says the figure is closer to 17 million acres.  The World Wildlife Fund says that every minute, 25 to 50 acres are cut or burned to the ground. 

The world's growing population has been a primary cause of rain forest destruction.  More people need land to live on and wood products to consume.  Limiting population growth may be the first in a series of steps that would limit the destruction of the rain forests
Source: http://library.thinkquest.org/26026/Environmental_Problems/rain_forest_destruction.html
POST-READING

A. Word formation

What are the stem forms of the following nouns?

Verb
Noun

to ________
Extinction

to ________
Opposition

to ________
Destruction

to ________
Population

to ________
Depletion

B. Find out the following phrases in the passage, guess the meanings

a. chop down

b. cut to the ground

c. burn to the ground

C. Answer the following questions according to the passage. 

1. How much area is lost in Brazil as a result of rain forest destruction?

2. How much area is lost approximately according to United Nations?

3. What does the World Wildlife Fund say about rain forest destruction?

4. What is the main reason of rain forest destruction? Explain why?

WRITING

Paraphrase the article in your own words (to show the construction of the article).

1._____________________________________________

  ______________________________________________

               (topic sentence)

2. Unlike + (supported sentence 1) _____________________________________________

  ______________________________________________

3. Despite + (supported sentence 2) _____________________________________________

  ______________________________________________

4. In addition  to + (supported sentence 3) _____________________________________________

  ______________________________________________

5. According to + (supported sentence 4)

_____________________________________________

  ______________________________________________

6. Finally, /Consequently / Eventually _____________________________________________  ______________________________________________
Remote      species     significant      consequences       edge     reduce    casualities 
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