CLASSROOM APPLICATIONS

Activities in this unit on tolerance focus on developing students’ understanding of the notion of tolerance within the peace education framework and the language that is likely to accompany the teaching of tolerance. Students will practice some critical thinking and get involved in analytic study language. Teachers are advised to structure their lessons around 50-minute-cycle. A six-hour-period needs to be allocated for the coverage of themes and activities included in the chapter.

The language and activities used in this chapter is geared to intermediate and above level of language learners. However, they can be easily adapted for lower level of learners as well.

*** 

Preliminary Lesson Planning

Lesson I

Materials to be developed with students

In the warm-up phase of the lesson, you can create KWL graphic organizer in Activity 3 (See appendix A). Copy the KWL table to use it later in the class to get feedback from your learners.   In Activity  5, you will need the table (See appendix B) to help learners organize what they want to know in a logical grouping according to their own way of thinking. In this lesson, students will also focus on some new vocabulary. A list of word definitions and other vocabulary teaching aids are provided in Appendix C.  Your students will focus on some grammatical structures such as passive/active voice and will be required to fill in a who-did-what-to-whom table (see appendix D).

Lesson plan

Warm-up Phase

Activity 1: Using pictures (5 minutes)

Purpose: To activate students background knowledge of hate violation and draw their attention to the lesson.

Procedures: 

1- Show some pictures of racial discrimination and hate violence to your students ask them what the pictures make them think of. 

2- Write down on the board relevant responses from students

Activity 2: Transition   (2 minutes)

Purpose: To help students realize where the lesson is leading to.

Procedure:  tell your students that the purpose of the lesson is examine the concepts of hate violence and tolerance and the teaching of tolerance, and that they will be studying these concepts for the next hour and the following 5 hours.

Activity 3: KWL Activity (10 minutes)

Purpose: To establish students’ schemata on hate violence and tolerance and help them raise their expectations and curiosity about the topic for the next six hours. The activity can also be used to assess whether students have achieved their learning expectations at the end of the unit. 

Procedures: 

1- Ask students to fill in the KWL table (appendix A) by writing individually what by now they know about hate violence;

2- After the initial Know activity get students to fill in the Want to know with their partner next to them by comparing what they know about the topic;

3- Tell them to leave Learned column empty as this section will be used at the end of the sixth lesson as an assessment and feedback material.

4- Once the students have finished filling in the table move on to the next activity which is a semantic mapping activity.

Activity 4: Semantic mapping   

Purpose: To establish students’ schemata on hate violence and help them see how concepts are related to each other.

Procedures:

1- Elicit from students what they know about hate violence and start with a central thematic concept written in a circle in the center of the board and develop the semantic map by drawing branches off the central circle

2- Copy the final semantic map produced by the whole class on a separate piece of paper for further use (An OHP transparency sheet can be usefully used to save time).

Activity 5: Thematic organization of what students want to know (5 minutes)
Purpose: To establish students’ schemata on hate violence and help them organize their expected learning goals.

Procedure: 

1- Tell students to return back to their KWL table and read out what they want to know about hate violence;

2- List what students want to know about hate violence on the board or on an transparency sheet;

3- Hand out the empty table (Appendix B) and ask students to work in groups of 3-4 to organize want-to-know list in meaningful groups.

4- Once they have finished ask them to compare their categories to other groups’ categories.

Teaching Phase

Activity 6: Previewing (2 minutes)

Purpose: To get learners to become ready for the reading passage, examining pictures will help them establish relevant schemata for the reading passage.

Procedures: 

1- Ask students to look at the map and the pictures provided in the reading text.

2- Ask them to guess where story takes place.

3- Ask them to examine the title of the text and predict what the text is about.

Activity 7: Scanning & Reporting main events (10 minutes)
Purpose: To get learners to read for the main idea and help them understand main events 

Procedure: 

4- Ask students read the text below quickly and tell them to try to remember the main events in the text.

5- Once the students have finished reading the text ask them to report the main events
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HATE VIOLENCE


Billings, Montana is the kind of town where everyone says Hello, where you can always find a parking place, and where the shopkeepers know your name. But in 1993, the city was struck by a series of hate crimes that increased more and more quickly from the distribution of hate literature to vandalism and finally, to violence. 
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Rather than resigning itself to the growing climate of fear and intimidation, the community took a stand in response to each incident.  

“If a police chief doesn't take a visible and active role, then the assumption is hate groups have learned from experience that if a community doesn't respond, then the community accepts. Silence is acceptance to them.” responded, Police Chief Wayne Inmann.


It began with hate fliers passed out around town. Residents who had attended a Martin Luther King birthday celebration returned to find racist literature on their cars. Tombstones were overturned in the Jewish cemetery. The local symphony director, Uri Barnea, received threatening phone calls and had a bottle thrown through his front door. 

Different religious groups sponsored marches and candlelight vigils. The local labor council passed a resolution in support of those typically targeted by hate groups, and held a "Stand Together Billings" rally to urge community adoption of the anti-hate   proclamation. 
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Then late one night, Dawn Fast Horses' home was covered with racist graffiti reading "Die, Indian, Die." The next day, Sarah Anthony from the Billings Human Rights Coalition visited Dawn Fast Horse to ask what the community could do to help. Dawn just wanted the graffiti off her home as soon as possible. Sarah got a local hardware store to donate paint and went to the Painters Union to ask for help. After pulling their regular shift at the local refinery, over 30 painters showed up at Dawn's house to volunteer to repaint the house. Along with the painters, over 100 community members showed up to demonstrate their support. This meant a massage that the community will not stand for that was sent to these guys.

Bob Maxwell, Painters Union representative said that for him personally, the thing that bothered him the most was going over to that house and seeing the children there. They were old enough to read, but not old enough to understand. And no matter what was done- the house was covered up, made to look brand new, but what could be done with those memories? They're scarred. 

The harassment and intimidation continued. During the services of the small African Methodist Episcopal Wayman Chapel, racist skinheads came into the church and stood in the back, with threatening postures. In response, people from different races and religious backgrounds began attending services at the church to support the congregation. 

Finally, things turned violent. A piece of cinder block was thrown through the window of Isaac Schnitzer's bedroom where he had placed a menorah in celebration of the Jewish holiday, Hanukkah. Tammie and Brian Schnitzer were active in the human rights community and asked the newspaper to make this incident front page news so that others could understand what it was like to be Jewish. In response, a full-page picture of a menorah was printed by the local newspaper, The Billings Gazette, and citizens were urged to put them up in their homes and businesses. 

“It was a question of looking for an image to put this together. During the second World War, the Danish King is reputed to have come out after the Jewish community was forced to wear stars by the Nazi occupiers, that he was reported to have come out with a yellow star too"  was said by Gary Svee, Billings Gazette editor.

Hundreds of people responded by placing the pictures of menorahs in their windows. Bricks were thrown through the windows of a school, and into two churches that had put the menorahs up. Residents of several homes displaying menorahs received late night calls from individuals making anti-Semitic comments and telling them to go outside and look at their cars, which had all been vandalized. But this town did not give up. Police Chief Wayne Inman urged more and more citizens to put up the menorahs. "Visible signs of support for the Jewish community have to increase, not decrease. For the every vandalism that is made, I hope that 10 other people put menorahs in their windows." 

By the end of December, more than 10,000 people in Billings, Montana had menorahs in their windows.  It's not an empty symboland it worked. Because if this had happened to Native American community, they would have put up a Native American symbol in their window, if it happened to the gay and lesbian community they would put up a pink triangle. 

Activity 8: Vocabulary work   (15 minutes)
Purpose: To familiarize students with the words they want to learn and help them discover the meanings of the words as well as different parts of speech.

Procedure: 

1- Ask students to transfer the words that they want to learn onto the half completed table (appendix C). 

2- Help them fill in the table of parts of speech and use in meaningful sentences.

Activity 9: Transition & Cool Down

Purpose: To help students realize where the lesson is leading to.

Procedure:  Summarize the lesson and what you have covered, and tell them what  they will be studying in the next hour.

